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Key FindingsFor More 
Information:

Probe Research Inc.

603 – 191 Lombard Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X1

(204) 926-6565

www.probe-research.com
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About one-quarter of Manitobans are hesitating or feel no sense of urgency to get the COVID-19 vaccine, 

including about one-in-ten who are just unlikely to get the jab at all. Those least likely to get the shot include rural 

Manitobans, men and those with lower levels of education. In this broad group of Manitobans who are hesitant or 

unwilling to get the vaccine, worry about side effects and the perception the vaccine was rushed are key barriers. 

Similarly, though 80 per cent of Manitobans have faith the various vaccines are safe, 20 per cent are not confident 

about vaccine safety. In addition, nearly one-quarter of those who are in no rush to get the jab say they are 

waiting for a particular brand of vaccine, while two-thirds of those who are unwilling to get the shot simply feel 

COVID-19 is not really that serious. 

Among those who have yet to get at least a first dose of the vaccine, 56 per cent say it’s been hard figuring out 

when it might be their turn for the shot. Similarly, more than one-half of Manitobans say they are worried about the 

frequent changes to recommendations around who can and should be vaccinated.

When asked about the ideal location to get the vaccine, four-in-ten Manitobans say a doctor’s office or medical 

clinic is their first choice. In total, nearly 90 per cent of Manitobans rank a doctor’s office or medical clinic in their 

top-two most-preferred locations. About 44 per cent of Manitobans – including those who are hesitant about 

getting the vaccine – say the ability see a doctor for the jab would make them more likely to get the vaccine.

There is broad and intense worry about the pandemic’s third wave in Manitoba. One-half of Manitobans are very 

worried about the next wave. Manitobans are particularly worried for others – their friends and family. Nearly 60 

per cent of Manitobans are worried about catching COVID-19 themselves but nearly 80 per cent are worried 

about someone they love getting sick. A similarly large proportion of Manitobans, more than eight-in-ten, feel the 

vaccine roll-out is taking too long.

One-half of Manitobans are familiar with Doctors Manitoba’s vaccine information website, particularly older and 

well-educated Manitobans. The vast majority of those who have visited the site found it helpful.

Mary Agnes Welch
Principal
(204) 470-8862

maryagnes@probe-

research.com

http://www.probe-research.com/
https://twitter.com/proberesearch
https://www.facebook.com/proberesearch/
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Research Objectives

Probe Research Inc. was retained by Doctors Manitoba to conduct an online survey among Manitoba adults. 

The purpose of the survey was to understand Manitobans’ views on the COVID-19 vaccines, on their preferred 

location to receive the vaccine and on their experiences accessing health care during the pandemic.  

Methodology

A 9-minute (average) online survey was conducted between April 5th and 14th, 2021. A total of 1,000 adult 

Manitobans responded to the survey. 

Sample

The Manitoba adult sample was provided by Probe Research’s proprietary panel and supplemented with those 

from a reputable national panel provider.

As an online survey is a sample of convenience, no margin-of-error can be ascribed. However, a random and 

representative non-convenience sample of 1,000 adults would have a margin of error of ± 3.1 percentage 

points, 19 times out of 20. 

Minor statistical weighting by age and gender has been applied to this sample to ensure that it corresponds with 

the province as a whole.
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COVID VACCINATION STATUS

(Unweighted)

(Weighted)

Total

(N=1,000)

(N=1,000)

(%)

Have received

(n=249)

(n=212)

(%)

Will asap

(n=518)

(n=532)

(%)

Hesitant

(n=233)

(n=257)

(%)

Gender

Male 48 40 48 56

Female 52 60 52 44

Age

18-34 33 21 34 41

35-54 37 20 40 47

55+ 30 60 26 12

Income

<$50K 20 17 18 27

$50K-$99K 44 47 41 46

$100K+ 36 36 41 27

Children <13 years in the household

Yes 24 18 22 32
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COVID VACCINATION STATUS

(Unweighted)

(Weighted)

Total

(N=1,000)

(N=1,000)

(%)

Have received

(n=249)

(n=212)

(%)

Will asap

(n=518)

(n=532)

(%)

Hesitant

(n=233)

(n=257)

(%)

Region

Winnipeg 60 59 66 48

Rest of Manitoba 40 41 34 52

Education

High school or less 15 14 11 27

Post-secondary 40 32 39 47

University graduate 45 54 50 26

Identify as Indigenous

Yes 9 9 8 10

Identify as a  member of a visible minority

Yes 12 8 11 17



Vaccine Uptake and Barriers 
This section establishes rates of vaccine hesitancy and explores 

key barriers.
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Vaccine uptake and intentions
Three-quarters of Manitobans are ready and willing to receive the vaccine

A1. Which one best describes you?

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

21%

53%

16%

9%

1%

I’ve already had
at least one

dose of the vaccine

I haven’t had the 
vaccine yet, but I’m 

going to get it as soon 
as possible

I haven’t had the 
vaccine yet, and I’m in 

no rush

I’m not likely
to get the
vaccine

Unsure

WILLING: 74% HESITANT: 26%
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Vaccine hesitancy: By sub-group
Men, younger adults, those with lower education levels most likely to be vaccine hesitant

A1. Which one best describes you?

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

16%

20%

19%

7%

25%

18%

10%

Total

18-34

35-54

55+

High school or less

Trades/some post-secondary

University grad

9%

6%

13%

12%

6%

11%

12%

3%

19%

11%

4%

Total

Winnipeg

Non-Winnipeg

Men

Women

18-34

35-54

55+

High school or less

Trades/some post-secondary

University grad

% who are “in no rush” to get the vaccine % who are “unlikely” to get the vaccine
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Rationale for lack of urgency to get the vaccine
Many in no rush to get the vaccine are worried about side-effects, fear it’s rushed

A2. Why aren’t you in a rush to get the vaccine? Please choose up to three reasons and drag them to the right. (Options randomized)

17%

22%

21%

11%

5%

13%

2%

8%

2%

40%

34%

32%

12%

16%

6%

13%

7%

10%

4%

4%

20%

57%

56%

53%

23%

21%

19%

15%

15%

12%

4%

4%

20%

Worried about side-effects

Taking a wait-and-see attitude

Vaccine seems rushed

Want to get a specific vaccine brand

Too much hassle to get it

Not worried about COVID-19

Don’t trust the pharmaceutical companies

No place to get it near me

Have a health condition that makes the vaccine risky

Don't qualify yet

Others need it more than me

No reason

Ranked #1 Ranked #2 or #3

Base: Those who are in no rush to get the vaccine, n=155
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Rationale for vaccine unwillingness
More than one-half of those not getting the vaccine feel it’s rushed and lack trust in the makers

A3. Why are you unlikely to get the vaccine? Please choose up to three reasons and drag them to the right in order of importance. (Options randomized)

42%

19%

16%

13%

4%

4%

25%

43%

43%

43%

19%

5%

18%

67%

62%

59%

56%

23%

9%

3%

1%

18%

Not worried about COVID-19

Worried about side-effects

Don’t trust the pharmaceutical companies

Vaccine seems rushed

Taking a wait-and-see attitude

Have a health condition that makes the vaccine risky

Too much hassle to get it

No place to get it near me

No reason

Ranked #1 Ranked #2 or #3

Base: Those who are unlikely to get the vaccine, n=91*

*Caution: Small base



Preferred Vaccine Location
This section explores where Manitobans want to get the vaccine and the 

effect of its potential availability at a doctor’s office.
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Views on vaccine eligibility communication
Nearly one-half of those not yet vaccinated have trouble determining when they can get their shot

A7. Next, please read the following statements and indicate if you agree or disagree.

Base: Those who have not yet had the vaccine, n=789

21% 35% 25% 19%

It’s hard to find out 
when it might be my 
turn for the vaccine.

Strongly
agree

Somewhat
agree

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Agree:  

56%

Those most likely to agree 

(strongly or somewhat) 

include:

• Winnipeggers (59%)

• Those age 18-34 (68%)

• Those with high school 

or less (67%)
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Preferred vaccine location: Summary
Nine-in-ten prefer a doctor’s office or walk-in clinic

A5. Where would you prefer to get the vaccine? Please read the list below and rank each location in order of preference. Just drag and drop them in order to the box on the right. 
(Even if you’ve already had the shot, we’re still interested in your response.) (Options randomized)

42%

22%

21%

15%

46%

27%

12%

16%

88%

49%

33%

31%

Doctor’s office or walk-in/medical clinic

Pharmacy

Vaccine super site

Community pop-up site

Ranked #1 Ranked #2

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

Those who are vaccine 

hesitant are more likely 

than others to prefer a 

doctor’s office or walk-

in clinic as their top 

choice (59%).
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Effect of vaccine availability at a doctor’s office
Availability of the shot at a doctor’s office boosts likelihood among 44% of vaccine hesitant

A6. If the vaccine was available at a doctor’s office (or a medical clinic), would this make you more or less likely to get the shot?

Total
(N=1,000)

Have already
(n=212)

Will ASAP
(n=532)

Hesitant
(n=257)

24%
34%

25%

12%

20%

13%

18%
32%

53% 50% 55% 51%

Lot less

Little less

No difference

Little more

Much more
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Effect of vaccine availability at a doctor’s office: By sub-group
Availability of the shot at a doctor’s office most encouraging to parents, lower-income Manitobans

A6. If the vaccine was available at a doctor’s office (or a medical clinic), would this make you more or less likely to get the shot?

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

44%

48%

42%

41%

55%

43%

40%

50%

42%

Total

18-34

35-54

55+

<$50K

$50K-$99K

$100K+

Parents

Non-parents

% who are more likely to get the vaccine if it was available at a doctor’s office



General Attitudes and Fears
This section explores general attitudes around the vaccine and its roll out 

in Manitoba, as well as fears of contracting the virus.
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Views on vaccine safety, impact
Strong confidence in vaccine safety, but some worry about frequent changes to recommendations

A7. Next, please read the following statements and indicate if you agree or disagree. (Items randomized)

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

51%

46%

19%

30%

34%

39%

10%

13%

26%

9%

8%

16%

I’m more likely to get the vaccine 
if it means I can resume normal 

activities sooner (travel, 
attending concerts, seeing 

friends, etc.). 

I’m confident the vaccines 
approved in Canada are safe.

The repeated changes in who the
COVID-19 vaccines are

recommended for worries me.

Strongly
agree

Somewhat
agree

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Agree:  

81%

Agree:  

58%

Agree:  

80%
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Views on vaccine safety, impact: By vaccine status 
Those who are hesitant are much less likely to feel confident in vaccine’s safety 

A7. Next, please read the following statements and indicate if you agree or disagree. (Items randomized)

% who agree (strongly or somewhat)

90%

94%

58%

88%

95%

51%

60%

36%

73%

I’m more likely to get the vaccine 
if it means I can resume normal 

activities sooner (travel, attending 
concerts, seeing friends, etc.). 

I’m confident the vaccines 
approved in Canada are safe.

The repeated changes in who the
COVID-19 vaccines are

recommended for worries me.

Have received (n=212)

Will ASAP (n=532)

Hesitant (n=257)
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Views on vaccine roll-out and the third wave
Strong majority of Manitobans displeased with the roll-out and fearful of a third wave

A7. Next, please read the following statements and indicate if you agree or disagree. (Items randomized)

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

49%

48%

34%

34%

11%

9%

5%

10%

The vaccine roll-out is taking too
long in Manitoba.

I’m worried about a third wave of 
COVID-19.

Strongly
agree

Somewhat
agree

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Agree:  

83%

Agree:  

82%

Overall, those who are fearful of getting COVID are more likely to agree with these statements.
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Views on vaccine roll-out and the third wave: By vaccine status
Vaccine hesitant Manitobans less likely to be fearful of a third wave

A7. Next, please read the following statements and indicate if you agree or disagree. (Items randomized)

% who agree (strongly or somewhat)

86%

87%

90%

93%

68%

53%

The vaccine roll-out is taking too
long in Manitoba.

I’m worried about a third wave of 
COVID-19.

Have received (n=212)

Will ASAP (n=532)

Hesitant (n=257)
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Fear of COVID-19
Manitobans far more fearful for others than for themselves

A8. Are you personally afraid of contracting COVID-19?

17%

42%

25%

15%

1%

a

b

c

d

e

37%

42%

13%

8%

1%

A

B

C

D

E

Very afraid

Somewhat afraid

Not very afraid

Not afraid at all

Unsure

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

A9. Are you afraid that someone close to you (friend, 
parent, grandparent) will contract COVID-19?

Afraid for 

others:  

79%

Personally 

afraid:  

59%

Women are more fearful of getting 

COVID compared to men (67% vs. 49%). 

As well, Winnipeggers are more fearful 

than rural residents (63% vs. 53%).
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Fear of COVID-19: By vaccine status
Vaccine hesitant Manitobans are much less fearful those close to them will contract COVID-19

A8. Are you personally afraid of contracting COVID-19?

A9. Are you afraid that someone close to you (friend, parent, grandparent) will contract COVID-19?

64%

84%

71%

91%

30%

49%

Personally afraid

Afraid for others

Have received (n=212)

Will ASAP (n=532)

Hesitant (n=257)

% who are afraid (very or somewhat)



ManitobaVaccine.ca Awareness
This section explores the public’s familiarity with Doctors Manitoba’s 

vaccine website and user satisfaction.
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Awareness of ManitobaVaccine.ca
One-half of Manitobans are aware of the website

C1. Before today, how familiar would you say you are with Doctor’s Manitoba’s vaccine website, where you can get information about the vaccine and check if you’re eligible? It’s 
called ManitobaVaccine.ca.

Base: All Manitoba respondents, N=1,000

27% 26%

46%

Very familiar –
I visited the website

Somewhat familiar –
I’ve heard

something about it

Not at all familiar –
I’ve never really

heard of this website 

FAMILIAR: 53%

Those very familiar with the 

website include:

• Those age 55+ (40%)

• University graduates (31%)

• Those who have had (39%) 

or intend to get a vaccine 

asap (31%)
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Satisfaction with ManitobaVaccine.ca
Virtually all those who access the website found it helpful

C1a. How helpful or unhelpful was the ManitobaVaccine.ca website? Was it…

Base: Those very familiar with the website, n=271

47% 46%

6%

2%

Very helpful Somewhat helpful Not very helpful Not at all helpful

HELPFUL: 93% UNHELPFUL: 8%


